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Ejisuke, do 
you think that 
you can make it 
to the baby 
shower? 


| will carry on by 


locking them away: / y 


Ever since 
he closed 
his shop, 

Dad hasn't 

been doing all 
that well. 


| 
i 


He was c 
born early 


alii in the 


moming, 


and the 
boy looks 
Just 
like your 
brother! 
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SORRY, 
I'VE BEEN 
QUITE BUSY 
LATELY. 


BUT I'LL BE 
SURE TO SEND 
SOMETHING. 


Al 

slam / 
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/ \Y \\ bX 


Mi- 
MINAKAMI- 
KUN! 


WEREN'T —— 
You aeee 7 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE OUT 
ON FIELD ‘ / / 
WORK So oe 
TODAY?! ‘i 
wr 
THE CLIENTS 
REQUESTED 
TO MOVE IT 
TO THE 
AFTERNOON. 
16-16 


THAT SO? 


YOU TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
PRESENTATION 
FOR THE NEW 

E-LOCK? 


HIM, HE'S 
IDENTICAL 
TO You! 


BE SURE 
TO SHARE 
THEM WITH 
EVERYONE 


FROM 
GENERAL 
APFAIRS! 


BROUGHT THE 
LOCAL ICON, 
ISHILISU-KUN 
BALLPOINT, AS 
A PRESENT! 


TAKE 

THESE. 
THEY ARE 
SOUVENIRS 


FROM LAST 


WEEK'S. 
OUTING. 


TA-TAKE Z 2 
CARE... Bao 
- yj oS. 


ria) 
4 z \ RAG I THINK ae: 
ie) I's aBouT """ 
4 |, CES y TIME THAT 
Ww TY our 
a 
: ~ 
TO THINK THAT 
YOU WOULD 
EVEN BRING IT TO 
HAVE YOU < THE OFFICE... 
BURNT YOUR 
BRAIN CELLS, 
FAIRYTALE h fo) 


VIRGIN? y : ° 


IF NOT 
FOR THAT 
ONE THING, 


My 
colleague 
Kakuta 


holding on 
to my past. 


SOMEWHERE 
UNTIL WE 


or CAN MEET 
af uP WITH 
ISHIDA? 


SENPAI, 


He loves 
spicy things. 


, Z Good job 
but | don't = today, 
think that It's Ishida. 


WS 
Minakami- (/) 
oe ‘Say 


| apologise, 


TO THINK THAT 
GENERAL AFFAIRS’ KAKUTA 
IS THIS EXCELLENT! 


| SUDDENLY, 
| INVITED. 


\ At NOTHING | 
LIKE THAT! 


ee 
OH, LooK 4 
AT YOU, 
p J 
DURING THE 
= NEXT IN-HOUSE 
AMAZING... =. Ge C\| AWARDS CERE- ARE TALENG 
= \ MONY, JUST 
< \ LIKE LAST YEAR, BuIre® 
1 ' ABILITIES, 
( MINAKAMI-KUN ial Se ouR 
WILL GET THE gd. MINAKAMI-KUN 
NEW DEVE- g DOESN'T FALL 
\ | LOPMENT { SANG BEHIND. 


AWARD"! 


b 


es 


1GOT TOO 
EXCITED... 


JUST BECAUSE 
EVERYBODY 
WAS A NEWBIE, 
YOU SHOULDN'T 
LET YOURSELF 
GO LIKE THIS. 


YESSS... 


HEY, ARE 
YOU SURE 
THAT'S THE 
APART- 


) MENT? 


} 
= MW S EVER SINCE 
« | 2B 1 SAW YOU 
i Se ‘ aN a= AT THE 
i a) Wit pls INDUCTION 
® YN! a JON i: CEREMONY, 
7? : THAD 
‘a : 
ARE WE CZ S ALWAYS... 
FRIENDS? > 
ray Topay, ae 7 \ 
—— = Y my ep 4 p A\ 
a DREAM is WANTED ) 
aa FINALLY = Pee k& R 
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WHAT A... mS 


BEAUTIFUL 
DAY. 


WHAT 
DOES IT 
MATTER? 


INEVER 
REALIZED, 
BUT HE 


LOOKS 
RATHER 
DELICIOUS, 


| LET'S MAKE 
It’s your fault for letting me, Te ony EN 
who swings both ways... fl F 


WHAT’S 
THIS 
SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN... 


~——T 
cat my 
é TREASURE... 
A V4 
Re ee 


BECAUSE, 


IAM 
MINAKAMI KEr’S 
BIGGEST FAN... 


DURING. 1USED.. 


PAINFUL TO COLLECT 
Days bene ne NEWSPAPER 
panel INDUCTION, PRTICLES 
is ICOULD 
TELL ATA 
GLANCE, 


YOU ONLY cep 
use your “KEI”... 
LAST NAME 
AS YOUR 
PEN NAME? 
L. TWAS 
SAVED BY 
YOUR KIND 
WORLD. 


MINAKAMI- 
KUN. 


Years ago, 


| was an author. 


My first work 
“The Shadow 
on the Ground” 
was an allegorical : Debuting 
work depicting at 17, 
the days of 
a young man 
living ina 
remote area. 


it didn’t take even 

a year for me Although 
to put down the pen | was 

showered 

in praises 

/ ei 


4 critics and 
the likes, 


It's now an 


old story. /) 


should 
be able to 
remember 
me 
anymore. 


I SHOULD 
QUICKLY 
REMOVE 
MYSELF 
FROM SUCH A 
TROUBLESOME 
GUY. 


"A 


I've locked 
away those 
memories 
that can't be 
forgotten, 


lived my life 
with my back 
turned away 
from the past. 


But for 
whatever 
reason, 


| stayed 
with the man 
who loved 
the person 
lused to be. 


AS I THOUGHT, 
IT'S GREAT TO 
HAVE FRIENDS. 


..you don’t 
even understand 
my feelings... 


I'M GLAD 
THAT YOU 
MANAGED TO 
COME ON A LAST 
MINUTE CALL. 


ae CONGRATS 
) | ON THE NEW 
DEVELOPMENT 


TaN 


I... SHOULD 
ALSO WORK 
HARDER. 


I'M 
FILLED WITH 
MOTIVATION. 


I REALLY 
AM GLAD 


he'll never be mine. 


THAT I WAS: 
HIRED TO 
WORK IN THIS 
COMPANY. 


He will always belong 
to my past self. 


3 lim|sure that,youjwill 
asa Deautiful{dream: Continue |to, see this 
coming)true 


ae 
SS 


aN 
‘) 
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all the while 
breaking a hole 
into my chest, 


with my 
Pretending 
right next 
to you. 


E \Y 
4 : Ciel 
3 4 ~~ 
4 e 
cha X 
THE TRUTH 


YOUR 
DEAREST 
TREASURE 


PLAGIARIZED 
WORK. 


C . . eH... 
THAT KIND Ea ~\ pl 9. WHAT? 
OF JOKE IS \\ AS 

Agr... LW" 2 


. = e 
P85 
‘< ZI WX 
a £ 
See WHAT 
YOU ARE... ~~ 4 ARE YOU 


SAYING? 


/ 


DIDN'T YOU 
\ = 
/ R> 
| 4 ; 4 ES 


L 
4 
r 
0 hold it in fo \ q y 
ong x ~ \ 
I SAID 
THAT IT WAS 
“PLAGIARIZED". 


I Just 

CONFESSED 
TO MY MOST 
EMBARRAS- 
SING PAST. 


you ( 
UNDERSTAND Bee 
HOW You SS 
SHOULD PAY 


ME FOR THAT, Ss 
RIGHT? & Uf 
e, 
\e 


STOP... 
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I DOUBT 
THAT YOU 
CAN GET 
ONTO 
A TRAIN 
LOOKING 
LIKE THAT. 


ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


EVERY- 


ye 
EVveRY- 
2 // 
wi TANG? Wy 
You MY /V U4 
How TELL ME INU] |! [SRP 
you €VERY- y — > 
THING? — 
come a 
SUCH 
Bese 
“ 
\ 
@ | LAS 
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WHY 
NOT MAKE 
A DEAL? 


IT'S A DONE 


DEAL THEN. 


So what if | go 


about it this way, LN WE CAN 
~ a CARRY ON AT 
Ss YOUR PLACE, 
: a RIGHT? 
\ 
. = 
ed 
| 
\Y LI iL | 
N 
\ SSAA 
i 
| 
Uy 
if it means 5 
that | can WT 
have you...? we 
“a 


T ALREADY 
ALLOWED 
YOU TO TAKE 
YOUR OWN 


CLOTHES OFF. 


DON'T DILLY 
DALLY AND 


SERVICE. 


It was just 
like this 
5 years ago. 


In the end, 
I still... 


ISN'T THAT 
THE WHOLE 
POINT? 


ALRIGHT... 


have a soft spot 
for Kakuta. 


IT WILL BE 
TOO BAD IF 
HE ENDS UP 
SAYING THAT 
HE WANTS 
TO STOP, 


PLUS, IT 
WAS NICE 
LOOKING 
AT YOUR 
SLEEPING 


YOU COOK 
YOUR OWN 
MEAL? 


DID HE 
COME FROM 
A STRICT 
HOUSEHOLD? 


HOW COULD 
TREPAY YOU 
AFTER 
NURSING ME 
UNTIL 
MORNING...? 


DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 


| couldn’t 
hold him. 


BE READY 
IN A FEW 
MINUTES! 


COOKING MY 
OWN MEAL AND 
KEEPING A 
HEALTHY ROUTINE 
ARE SOME OF THE 
CONDITIONS FOR 
ME TO LIVE ALONE. 


I APOLOGIZE... 


FOR BEHAVING IN 
A DISRESPECTFUL 
MANNER, AFTER 
GETTING DRUNK. 


If it meant that 
| could continue to 
have your attention, 


IT’S ALREADY 
FORGOTTEN. 


| thought that, 
there would be 
no reason to destroy 
your dream. 


YESTER- 
DAY... 


you are too muc! 


in\love with'my; past! 


Vil rewrite/mysimage 


Ws SY hearts 
even if | need iy 


to ruin your 
nories for it. 


THIS IS IT 
FOR TODAY. 


Myson won't 
be able to enter 4 
Vike this. 11's 
Z NEARLY 
IMPOSSIBLE 
WITH SUCH 
A TIGHT 
SECURITY 
HERE... 


BUT FIRST, 
IS 


NEEDS TO 
BECOME MINE. 


TLL TELL 


WHOLE STORY 


If | open up now 


and show you my. 
worthlessness so soon... 


won't ital just 
come to an end?, 


SENT, 
ISHOULD HL? 


Shit... 


| completely forgot. 


weve reached _ 
‘ghis stage”! 


And to top it, itsa 
very serious matter, A COMPLAINT 
CAME IN 


YESTERDAY FROM 
THE UNIVERSITY'S 
RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT 
ABOUT THE NEW 
KEY PLAN THAT 
ISHIDA IS IN 
CHARGE OF. 


A STAGE DIFFUSE 
THE sITU- 
ATION 
BUT THEY SO THAT 
WAS WHY 
HE BAILED 
OUT ON US 


THE MANAGER 
SEEMS QUITE 
SATISFIED AND ALL, 
BUT PERSONALLY, 
I WOULDN'T DO IT 
LIKE THIS. 


I WONDER 
IF IT'S GOING 
TO BE 
ALRIGHT. 


AS FOR 
THE NEW 
DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN THAT 
WILL BE USED 
AT THE SECURITY 
COMPREHENSIVE 
CONFERENCE I 
REQUESTED THE 
OTHER DAY... 


NOT LIKE 
IT'S THAT 
BIG A DEAL, 


MINAKAMI-KLIN,, 
AREN'T YOU 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE THE 
REPRESENT- 
ATIVE FOR 
THE SALES 
DEPARTMENT 
DURING THE 
CONFERENCE? 


KAKUTA- 
SAN, 
ARE YOU 
MAKING THE 
ROUNDS 


PLEASE LET 
ME KNOW IF 
ANYTHING 
ELSE 
COMES UP. 


I'M COMING 
FROM THE 
GENERAL 
AFFAIRS 
DEPART- 

MENT. 


DIRECTED TO 
THE SALES 
DEPARTMENT. 


ANYWAY, 
THANKS SO 
MUCH FOR 
GETTING THE 
MANAGEMENT 
TO SORT OUT 
THE REPAIRS 
OF THE 
p MEETING 
ROOM. 


HER 
SON WAS 
INJURED. 


Be 


Sales Departmens 


STILL 
ACTING 
LIKE THIS 
BECAUSE 
HIS JUNIOR 
IS BETTER 
AT HIS 
JOB... 


THE TEAM 
LEADER... 
HE IS A GOOD 
PERSON, BLT 
SOMETIMES... 
HE GETS VERY 
EMOTIONAL OVER 
MATTERS INVOLVING 
MINAKAMI-SAN.. 


PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 
BEFORE 
HE WAS 
BESTED BY 
MINAKAMI-SAN, 
HE WAS THE 
SALES' TOP 
ACHIEVER. 


KAKUTA-SAN 
AND MINAKAMI- 
SAN JOINED 
THE COMPANY 
AT THE SAME 


TIME, RIGHT? 


It's not like 


I can’t understand 


that feeling. 


HE COMPLETELY 
RUINED MY PLAN 


TO STOP BY 
AND VISIT KAKLUTA 
AT THE GENERAL 
AFFAIRS, 


HIS SCOLDING 
70 THE LAST 
MINUTE SO 
THAT YOU CAN 
STILL MAKE IT 
JUST IN TIME 


FOR BUSINESS 


MEETINGS. 


WHAT 


CAN I DO? BESIDES, r'M WHAT'S 
IN MY irs YOUR YOUR GOING TO T'M- THIS? 
DEPARTMENT TURN AGAIN MANAGER SECURE HOW RARE. 
THERE IS NO THIS YEAR? REALLY A PLACE ARE YOU 
ONE WHO CAN i LIKE THOSE FOR OUR WORKING 
COMPARE THINGS, ANNUAL OuT 
TO MY SKILLS HANAM/ TODAY? 
IN SPOT OUTING. 


SECURING! 


T/N: Hanami = Spring tradition of 
flower blossom viewing. 
> 


ANYWAY, 
PLEASE TAKE 
CARE OF 


YOURSELF! 


to bind you 
to me? 


dit you 
get my 
message? 


Ronen cen MEAN YOUN 
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Because 
your brother 
didn’t host 


there wasn't 4 Wedding, 


a chance 
for you two 
to meet. 


you haven't 
returned home 
all these years 
Since you left 
for university. 


It'll do some 
good if you 
two brothers 
Spend 
Some time 
re-bonding. 


Eh, but 

you don't TLL STILL 

work on MAKE SURE 
Saturdays, 


It’s nota lie. 


0 SEND 
THEI 
do you- 


THINK THAT OF THE 

TW Be YEAR 
ABLE TO WE ARE 

MAKE THE = VERY 

TIME FOR BUSY. 
THAT. 


JUST BUY 
RiETING: 
WHEN TALE 


IT's 


. Is 
my...  f THIS... ust THAT 
worps Mas x I CAN'T GET 
durce FAVOURITE OVER ONE You sexual 
COFFEE offendertt 
LINE... es TASTE OF rit 
SHOP... \) YOUR 
_ avery. ~ NIPPLES 2 
sorry pon =) ‘Shy SINCE 
' & or thot ‘ YESTERDAY. LG 
* yre YU \ 
ge ent 2 WA 
g 
grote’ ( 
Se 
4 
MY 
NIPPLES 
= = ARE 


A = ee FLAVOUR- 
C @ Less! 


OTHER 
THAN YOu, 
NO ONE 
WILL DO 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS! 


dt 
ar 


: 


KS 
(SN 


= 


Twas 
WONDERING 
IF YOU WERE 
DISGUSTED 
AFTER BEING 
TOYED AROUND 


aN 


He 
ARESSTILL 
FRIENDS. 


Iwas 
SURPRISED. 


WEREN'T 
YOU WORKING 
THIS WHOLE 


FF 4 WHAT 
Z 
ee } §) Even though A view 
SS yy \said that 
K 2 “| didn’t mind 
= a being hated! 


WEREN'T 


You paw 

° THE ONE es > 

% ees LOOKING fi &"“* 
“a to secure VOWN 


A GOOD 
SPOT? g 


y) 


THERE'S 
NO NEED 
FOR THIS. 


IT TO THE 
im” re 


SHE EVEN 
SCOLDED ME 
FOR NOT HAVING 
READ THEM EVEN 
THOUGH I'M A 
BOOKWORM. 


THEN 
YOU'VE 
GOT TO 
AT LEAST 
USE EACH 
OF THEM 


YES, THERE 
IS A LADY 
WHO JUST 
TRANSFERRED 
AND SHE'S 
ABIG FAN. 


HE'S A 
BESTSELLING 
AUTHOR 
AFTER ALL. 


My 
COLLEAGUES 
LENT THEM 
TO ME TO 
KILL TIME... 


COULD IT 
BE THAT 
THERE IS A 
‘SHUICHI 
KUSE FAN? 


will probably 
never change. y NOW YOU 
HAVE MORE 
SECRETS TO 
UNCOVER, 
RIGHT? 


My selfishness 


I THOUGHT 
THAT I SHOULD 
WARM YOU UP, 


IT'S TO 
THANK YOU 
FOR SHOWING 
ME A LOVELY 
VIEW THIS 
AFTERNOON. 


7 
\ 

REMEMBER \ 4 

THAT I TOLD 

YOU NOT TO 


LeT YOUR BoDy [~~ 7 


GET COLD? 


YOU'RE HOT 
RIGHT HERE... 


CONTROL 
YOURSELF, 
I WON'T 
BE ABLE 
TO TELL 
YOU MY 
SECRETS. 


I PROMISE 
TO MAKE 
YOU FEEL 


I.want to 
enter. him 


if | do that, 


= this deal 
would come: 
to an.end: 


ZANe aN 


is keeping) 
you hooked 4 
ON Nes 


The only’ “\ 
thing that 
| can:do 


and stretching 
\ 


the time that | can 
spend with you... 


IF YOU SOAK FOR 
ALONG TIME AND 
RELAX YOUR BODY, 
TLL BE ABLETO | 
GET INSIDE EASILY. 


THERE'S 


SOMETHING 
THAT I WANT 
TO ASK. 


NEXT TIME, TWO MEN IN 

SHOULD WE A TUB SURE 
Just GO is 

|S A TIGHT 

SQUEEZE. 


ean 
feel ity 


BEFORE 
YOU TeLL 
ME ABOUT 
YOUR 
PLAGIARISM 
AND YOUR 
BROTHER, 


I WITNESSED 
HOW YOUR 


TEAM LEADER 
TREATED YOU. 


i) PAR TAKING CARE 
(Z Z| ; 


: is 
IMPORTANT 
\ TASK FOR THE 
VANA { \\S& . oe 0 
se) AFFAIRS. 
| we J \ 


SO PLEASE... 
DON'T RUIN 
\ Bt 

SANCTUARY, 


EVERYTHING 
Is GOOD 


JUSTICE. 
ENOUGH 
FOR ME. 


L.. 
APOLOGISE... 


TOMORROW, 
Tle 
APOLOGIZE 
TO HIM... 


By tomorrow, 


IWAS 
GOING TO 
ASK HIM 
OUT ON A 

SHOPPING 

DATE! 


\{do}hate|it 


WHY DIDN'T 
YOU ASK ME 
FOR HELP? 


I THOUGHT 
\T 


THA 
I SHOULDN'T 
ALWAYS BE 
RELYING ON 
MINAKAMI- 


“THE FAULT 


you 
REALLY 


WITH THE = GOT LUCKY, 


CREAM WAS 
CAUSED BY 
THE OTHER 
COMPANY. 


ISHIDA! 


We were busy 
making reports 


% 
‘all morning. 


My 


PLEASE 
TAKE CARE. 


This is the first time that 
I've been given a cold shoulder 


4 GOOD TERMS WITH 
| your surenior rye: 
TIME ANYWAY, te TORT 
WE AREN'T pao 
HE BE GETTING  ADEAL? 
GOING TO SOME 
9 SO WORKED UP 
"FRIENDSHIP 
CLUB" HERE, WEEN Te 
VICTIM 1S 
SAYING THAT 
IT'S ALRIGHT? 


THE TYPE WHO 
WOULD SAY 
SHIT LIKE “WE 
SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERATE 

OF EVERYONE'S 
FEELINGS” 
DURING A CLASS 
AN MEETING IN 
SCHOOL. 


IF HE DOESN'T FIX THAT SHITTY 
SERIOUS ATTITUDE, HE'LL GO BALD 
BEFORE HE TURNS 30! 

HE'D STILL BE CLITE WHEN HIS HEAD 
1S BALD AND SHINY THOUGH. 

T ALREADY KNOW THAT! I'LL FLUCK HIM 
PLENTY EVERY DAY EVEN THEN! 
BUT IF I KEEP STRETCHING THE 

CONTRACT TO AN INCH OF ITS LIFE, WE 

WON'T BE ABLE TO GO ALL THE WAY, 


tee 


i, | = 
“ll : Py —! 


oy 
ALMOST LIKE 
ZTE CHERRY 
OMe 
THAT.WE SAW 
_YESTERDAY. 


I FEEL 
LIKE EVEN 
SOMETHING 


ARE UNDER ZS 
TREATMENT. 
LS 


IT's 
(ELEGANT, 
BUT ALSO IN 
LIGHT AND. 
UNOBTRLI- 


\/ SIVE. 


I DON'T 
WANT IT TO 
ALWAYS LOOK 
VERY FORMAL, 
ESPECIALLY 
WHEN I SEND 
‘SIMPLE 
MESSAGES. 


AND I WANT 
TO CHANGE 
THEM BASED ON 
THE SEASONS. 


I WOULD 
CHOOSE 
THIS ONE. 


When you are the one 


smiling like that... 


0 


ARE YOU 


GLAD THAT 
KAKUTA, ONE? 
ARE | 
YOU FREE ” 
TOMORROW AAA 
NIGHT? 
yes. - 
g 
\\ 
\ 
I WANT TO 
TAKE YOU 
OUT AS AN 
APOLOGY FOR 
YESTERDAY. 


HONESTLY, 
16 THAT ‘s WE SHOULD 
HAVE GONE 

TONIGHT, 


~<A\ s/ sme 


A BIT OF AN 

EXTRA WORK 
THAT NEEDS. 

TO BE TAKEN 
= CARE 


“9 OF. 


SOMETHING 
THAT'S BEEN 

FORCED 
ON YOU? 


I'M JUST 


GOING TO 
PREPARE 

MATERIALS You ARE STOP 
THAT WE HURTING MAKING 
NEED FOR my (ito 

TOMORROW! FEELINGS OUT OF 


WHY ARE YOU 
INSIETING ON NOW! NOTHING. 
MAKING ME OUT 
TO BE SOME 
“HELPLESS 
SUBORDINATE”? 


IF YOU 
KEEP 
SHUTTING 
ME OUT 
LIKE THIS, 


YOU ARE 
VERY 
SELFISH. 


ZT] 
ig 


4 MAYBE 
IT'S ALL 
WHILE BECAUSE 
WE'VE BEEN 
OF SELF LETTING OUR 
BODIES GET 
\ : MUST HAVE “71 ocer, 
“Ne BECOME | 


J J MUDDLED. | 


SENSES 


MINAKAMI- 
KUN, 


GO BACK TO 
BEING JUST 
FRIENDS? 


BE IT 
x ABOUT YOUR 
CSN PLAGIARISM 
TAMNO OR YOUR 


LONGER BROTHER, 
INTERESTED. 


IF WE STAY 

AS WE ARE, 

WE CANNOT 
BE TOGETHER. 


CREDIT/PAGE next! 
re th S no made it possible 
for'you to readith story IN ENGLISH. “* 


“@ ‘Remember to say THANK YOU. 
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FROM XXX 
UNIVERSITY'S 
DEPARTMENT OF 


LITERATURE, 
1S KAKUTA 


SHINICHIROU. 


Listening to your 
stiff introduction, 


| felt that we 

would never 

get involved 
outside of work. 


= 


But my instincts 
were wrong. 


THE INDUCTION 
1S FINALLY OVER 
AND WE CAN 
FINALLY LET LOOSE 
WITHOUT THE BIG 
SHOTS, SO LET’S 
CHILL NICELY! 


SAY THAT 


AGAIN, YOU! 
YOU ARE JUST AN 
OLD-FASHIONED 
MAN WITH STUPID 
TRADITIONS! 


IHEARD 


THAT THEY \ 


USED TO 
PLAY THE 
SAME SPORT 
AND THEY 
WERE IN 
RIVAL 
SCHOOLS. 


DON’T START 
GETTING COCKY 
BECAUSE YOUR 
RUNNER-UP ASS 

MANAGED TO 
WIN FOR ONCE! 


THOSE 
TWO HAVE 
BEEN ON 
BAD TERMS 
SINCE THE 
TRAINING 
STARTED. 


HE JUST... 
THAT GUY 
SUDDENLY 
GOT IN 
BETWEEN 
AND... 


YOU IDIOTS! 
WHAT 


: : \ <g) WERE YOU 
\ THINKING? 


YOU'VE 
MANAGED iP e 
TO MEET 
EACH OTHER 
ON THIS > 
PLANET. 
| 


I WILL NOT 
SAY THAT 
YOU TWO. 
SHOULD FORCE 
YOURSELVES 
TO BECOME 
FRIENDS, 


BUT SHOULDN'T 
YOU AT LEAST... 


TREASURE THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
THAT YOU'VE 
BEEN GIVEN? 


It looked like... 


aK YS 


Ty four-eyed 


4 Colleague 
\ Anisn't a boring 


man aftef al. 


THAT THEY 
DIDN'T BREAK. 


SIN Anyway, J 
(A WHY DON'T i> 
WE DRINK 


DURING THE \ 
INDUCTION, 


IDIDN’T DO 
ANYTHING. 


\was 
deceived. 


If only 


you didn’t 
know my past. 


| can’t breathe 
properly 


AD 


~—— 
TK 


/ 
i \ / 

recious. 

pl {| when your, Clear eyes 


‘are looking ‘at me. 
Vay 7 


Though | know that there won't 
\ | \be any more future for us 
| still Want to.fold you. y 
(wh VN \ 


GO BACK 
TO BEING 
dust 
FRIENDS? 


BE IT ABOUT 
YOUR BROTHER 
OR THE 
TAM PLAGIARISM, 
NO LONGER 
INTERESTED. 


4 | JZ 
i (LV va a a 
. Vee Z z —. 
: 7 ve \ . 
~ : 5 oS . mre 
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It’s mom. It has taken me a number of days to quell my anger. 


lam questioning your character that allowed you to cut the call 
whilst somebody was still speaking. Although | have come to 
understand that you are a very busy man, as a person, | plead 
that you would still remember to send the gift for your brother. 


| hope that your heart which has been corrupted by the city can be 
cleansed by Kiyoharu-Kun’s picture (his name has been decided). 


READING THE MESSAGES FROM HIS MOM ALL AT ONCE. 


xavouary. 3 


YES, MY 
mount BROTHER'S 
tar WIFE HAS 
1 SHOULD JUST GIVEN 
Go BLY 
SOMETHING 
OVER THE 
WEEKEND. 


CHOOSING 
A BABY GIFT 
THAT I LOVED 
TO GET? 


And invite Kakuta along... 


I 


The etuee, 5 
one froma 5 
good brand, ( > 
ey, HMM, 
SOMETHING « PI PERSONALLY, 
OR ANY LIKE A Nei I GOT To USE T REALLY 


> 


TYPE OF —CLITE BIB ITFORALONG —LoveD THE 
NATURAL TIME BECAUSE — PONCHO! 
TOYS MADE » IT DIDN'T 


ME HAPPY. HAVE A SIZE. 


COULD YOU 

ALSO TELL 

ME OF ANY 
BRAND THAT 
YOU WOULD 
RECOMMEND? 


ALRIGHT, 
TAM LET ME 
FROM THE SEND YOU Ye 
GENERAL ALIST 7 
APFAIRS. DURING 
MY LUNCH 


BREAK. 


HAVE YOU 


ALSO, TODAY 
WILL BE 
VERY WINDY. 


SO PLEASE 
BE CAREFUL 
WHEN YOU GO 
OUT LATER. 


It's just like 


THIS IS 
GOOD!! 


AMAZING! 77 


eS a, 


na 


THAT : 
GAVE UP YOUVE. 
ON: MANAGED 


TO COMPLETE 
THE BOOK 


ARE OTHER 
THINGS 
THAT YOU 
SHOULD BE 
SAYING... 


“THE SHADOW 
ON THE GROUND” 
1S ALREADY 


To simply be forgiven 
without having put in 
any effort means that 


you will lose sight: 
ofjthe escape path 
of, your; guilt 


FEEL AS IF... 
THE CLOSER WE 
ARE, THE MORE 
I WOULD END UP 

TURNING INTO THE 
TYPE OF PERSON 

THAT I DESPISE. 


SINCE WE'VE 
MANAGED TO 
MEET EACH 
OTHER IN THIS 
WHOLE WIDE 
WORLD, 


I WANT TO 
BE ABLE TO 
TREASURE THIS 


MIRACULOUS 
CONNECTION 
THAT WE'VE I DON'T 
ESTABLISHED. WANT US 


TO BE INA 
TOXIC RELA- 
TIONSHIP. 


I REALLY 
BELIEVE 
THAT WE 


WERE JUST 
MEANT TO BE 
FRIENDS. 


IF It 
CONTINUES 
LIKE THIS, 
ALL THE 
PETALS WILL 
END UP 
FALLING. 


IT's GOOD 
THAT WE 
ALREADY 
WENT TO 

HANAMI THE 

OTHER DAY. 


TALKING 
ABOUT 
FLOWER 

VIEWING... 


IT’S NOT 
LIKE I'M 
SCOLDING 


You! IT'S 
JUST THAT 
T'M VERY 
EXCITED 
TO HAVE A 


BOOK BUDDY 


$0 SOON 
AFTER 
GETTING 
TRANS- 
FERRED. 


BECAUSE 
I WAS 
VERY DIS- 


HOW WERE 
THE SHUICHI 
KUSE BOOKS 


rt 
BROUGHT 
IT FOR 
KAKUTA- 
SAN!! 


"DAZING IN 
THE SPRING 
TIME SHORE". 


KAJI-SAN, 
IF YOU'D LIKE, 
JOIN US FOR 

LUNCH? 


REALLY 
Goo, 
SO HERE 
YOU GO! 


THIS IS 
THE NEWEST 
KUSE BOOK 
THAT JUST 
CAME OUT. 


IT REALLY, 
REALLY DOES 


EVEN THOUGH 
THE THEME 
THIS TIME WAS 
BROTHERHOOD, 


rE: 
KASAHARA- SELLING 


SAN SENT = PRO- 
ME. bucts 


ONE OF 
THE BRAND 
SHOP THAT 

KASAHARA-SAN 
MENTIONED: 
WAS NEAR THE 

OFFICE 

I WENT TO. 


$0 YOU 
WENT TO. 
THE SHOP 
JUST TO 
GET THE 
CATALOG? 


OO" a\ ae 
as 


QUICKLY 
SEARCH 
ONLINE, 

CLICK AND 

SEND. 


IT REALLY 
IS DIFFICULT 
TO DECIDE 
ON THESE 


| g0t to a 


THIS EXPLAINS 
WHy YOu 
SUDDENLY 
INVITED Us OUIT 
FOR DRINKS. 


I DIDN'T GET 


0 4 quali TO SPEND A 
check ag ier ialty 


q 


YOU ARE 
A GOOD 
PERSON! 


LOT OF TIME 
IN THE SHOP, 
I AT LEAST 
MANAGED 
I'M 10 SEE THE 
PLANNING ACTUAL 


ON Goons. 
ORDERING 


IT LATER 
ONLINE. 


SENPAI 


f To be seen 
favourably 
by people | 
based on 


‘our outward f 
y 25 


but that appearance 
has never — often occurs, | ( 
bothered L 


The only gaze that always 
cuts right into my heart is 


Kakuta's. 


THIS IDIOT 
1S ALSO 
LIVING 
IN SOME 
FAIRY TALE, 


Bot - 


YW 


AST 
THOUGHT, 
SUCCESSFUL 
MEN ARE 
DIFFERENT! 


WE WERE JUST 
MEANT TO BE FRIENDS.” 


SOWE 


THIS IS. ARE BACK TO 
ALREADY SQUARE ONE. 
AGOOD 


OUTCOME, 


| will never 


repeat my s % A 
mistakes. \ oe 2 

{ seca] 
iidratre nae 
pea flowenthatywi 


SSN i 


| don’t want to 


end up losing, 


rR that there 


is no way 
that | could 
ever 


away my 
feelings 
for you 


T SEjnext!) 
Imadejit}possible) 
INJENGLISHN2S 7 


| ae 


DURING THAT 
TIME, A GUY 
THAT I USED 
TO HOOK UP 
WITH... 


WHY DID 
YOU STOP 
| WRITING? 


MAYBE BECALISE 
I ATTENDED THE 
AWARD CEREMONY, 
QUITE A NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE COULD STILL 
RECOGNISE ME WHEN 
I WAS IN UNIVERSITY. 


HEY, 


AND 


THEIR VERY 
EXISTENCE 
ANNOYED ME. 
YOU WERE 
THE ONLY 
EXCEPTION. 


T NEVER 
SHOULD 
HAVE STOLEN 
THAT WORK. 


IF 
I KNEW 
I WAS 
GONNA 
FALL THIS 
HARD, 


fv" 
; 
PLAIN 
TO ME... 


HAD SO 
MUCH 
MORE... 


THAN 
JUST ONE. 


EXPECTED 
OF EISUKE! 


YOU ARE 
SO SMART! 


SPRING’S 
THE BEST. 


BUT MY 
LITERATURE 
MARKS WERE 
QUITE GOOD. 


TLL GROW UP 
TO BECOME 
AN AUTHOR... 


CLOSE YOUR EYES, 
IT FEELS LIKE 
YOU ARE NEXT 
TO THE OCEAN. 


YOU'D BE ABLE 
TO HEAR IT 
IF IT WAS A 

SLOWER CAR. 


ABIT TOO ISN'T 
FORCED? | COMPARING 
THAT SOUND 
TO THE 
WAVES 


TUN: Little Eisuke Was writing a story. 


| secretly dreamt the same 
dream as my brother did. 


Back then, 


T'VE GOTTA 
HELP OUT. 


IT’S NOT LIKE 
THAT PIECE OF 
PAPER COULD 
EVER MEASURE 
YOUR WORTH! 


START 
STUDYING 
AS HARD 
AS YOUR 
BROTHER 


BECAUSE 
THAT CAT IS 
THE ONLY 
FAMILY THAT 
GRANDMA 


Ee} 
PLEASE 
STOP 
SAYING 
CHILDISH 
THINGS, 


STUDYING 
1S STILL IM- 
PORTANT, 


She came | 1HEARD THAT 
to the YOU HELPED 


shop ty | KASHIWAZAKI- 
thank me, 


TURN A BLIND 
EYE ON TODAY'S 
BAD MARKS. 


SAN FIND 
HER CAT? 


TUL 
SPECIALLY 


THE ONE 
THAT WORRIES 
ME IS THE 
OLDER ONE 
OF THE TWO. 


HE KEEPS 
WRITING 
UGHT NOVELS, 
SAYING THAT 
HE WANTS 
TO BECOME 
AN AUTHOR. i PLEASE SAY 


SOMETHING 
AS WELL! 


WE DON'T 
EVEN NEED TO 
PAY ATTENTION 
TO EISUKE FOR 
HIM TO SUCCEED. 


TM Busy 
STUDYING. 


euT 
CAN YOU 
READ THIS 
FOR ME? 


DO HAVE 
A POINT... 


11's STILL 
INCOMPLETE, 


EISUKE, 
an 
DID you wn 
STOP cL 
WRITING? a 
s yi 
4 = 
| \ 
OH, 
ae SORRY, 
ASTUDENT |) 
AFTER ALL. 
\ 


CAN YOU 
PUT FOOD 
ON THE 


TABLE WITH 
WRITING? 


TM 
NOWHERE 
AS CAPABLE 
OR TALENTED ers 

Te SNE 
~ 


WHY 
DON'T 
yOu 
INHERIT 
THE SHOP 
AFTER 
oi FINISHING 
/ WILL BE oe 
sity? 


ECSTATIC. 


THIS 1S THE \ 


ONLY WAY 
ow stupid roame. | 
yv™ 


Then. 


Z. é \ 


Coy ANOTHER: 
FAILURE. 


oy c \ 
L te) \ \ 
A 


THIS IS un, / 
NOT IT. e 


SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT... 


What | wanted to steal was 


his hope. 


I BECAME 
UNABLE 
TO WRITE. 


By 
COMPLETING 
THAT WORK, 

I WAS 
AWARDED, 


BY STEALING 
AN OUNCE OF 
HIS HOPE, 


IT WAS AS 
IF A SLOW 
POISON WAS 
SPREADING 


AND "THE 
SHADOW ON 


AND THAT YOU 
STOPPED # KNOW WAS 
ME FROM d 
WRITING. 


MY ONLY 
SALVATION 
WAS 


BROTHER TURNED 
TO WRITING MYSTERY, 
5 AND MANAGED TO 
BECAME SUCCESSFUL 
KAKUTA, AS AN AUTHOR. 
I'M SORRY. 


IT WAS 
ALL FAKE. 


CANA 
BASTARD 
LIKE ME 


EVER BECOME 
YOUR SPECIAL 
SOMEONE? 


ia Mi 
Witt AN 
Se - 


THE THINGS 
iT YOU 


4) 
I CARRIED 


JUST TO FEEL 
LIKE YOU 
WERE THERE, 


ae 


And | don’t care 
how desperate 
| sound. 


Other than these feelings, 
nothing else matters now. 


From now on, 


SO IT WAS 
A STORY ABOUT 
A BIG BROTHER 


WHO SEARCHED 
tnen got | FOR His LITTLE 
entangled | BROTHER WHO 
inacrime \ RAN AWAY 
CASE. FROM HOME, 


f 

TO REACH | 

OUT TO HIM. f ( i 
Shy 


CAN 
YOU HELP 
ME PICK 
SOMETHING 
OUT ON THE 
WEEKEND? 


THIS MORNING, ee 


MOM GAVE ME NOPE, | 
YOUR NUMBER. aoe | 
sd TM IN THE j 
ee MIDDLE YES, 
OF MAKING BISUKE... 
ROUNDS. 


HM? 


tremembered 
the day when 


\ felt that, Jou were born 
gio Tine Fig and came up 
brother, with the story, 
| couldn't 
Just leave 
you 


Stranded. 


WEREN'T 
I THE ONE 


YOU REALLY 
ARE STUPID. 


"On one spring day," 


"| stopped by my 
parent's old home, 
laid down on the 
terrace and closed 
my eyes." 


Dazing in the 
Spring Time 
Shore 


sounds of 
the cars 
passing 
through 
the street 
was 
replaced by 
the sounds 
spring sea J 7 of waves." 
spreading 
in 
my mind." 


“Has your 
winter finally come 
toan end?" 


"see through 
your eyes?" 


DON'T DRINK Ya 
TOO MUCH © 
BECAUSE WE = =~ Vy 

STILL HAVE 

TO GO OUT > 
TO BLY THE 5 
BABY GIFT 

TOMORROW. 


"| pray! 


"that plenty of 
flower, petals 
would keep falling 
onto your head." 


END 
° 


4 ff 


J o\ 


THE RARE 
WINE THAT 
YOU WERE 
TALKING 
ABOUT IS 
FINALLY 
HERE. 


MINA- 
KAMI- 
KUN! 


DON'T YOU 
THINK THAT 
YOU ARE 
TOO GOOD 
AT GETTING 
AHEAD OF 
YOURSELF?! 


To my readers, 

I would like +o express my gratitude to the editor in chief, editorial staff, designers, 
and everyone that helped to actualize this book. I would also like to thank you for all 
the letters that I have received. I will be sure to read through them. In the hopes 
of returning all the good wishes that I have received for this manga, L will continue 
to dedicate myself to my works in the future. 


y 


Today is a wonderful day, 


OF COURSE, IT'S 
MY FIRST MOVIE IN 

A LONG TIME AFTER 
ALL THAT HEcTIC 
WORK SCHEDULE. 


REALLY 
FINISH ALL 
THAT? 


DEAR 
CUSTOMERS, 
WE ARE 
CLOSING UP. 


NO MATTER HOV 

TLOOKAT IT... 

AREN'T THEY 
HOLDING HANDS? 
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